Temperature-sensitive focal atrial tachycardia in the left atrium.
Temperature sensitivity has not been reported in focal atrial tachycardia. We describe a patient with a left atrial tachycardia whose tachycardia rate was affected by hot and cold drinks. The effects were still evident after autonomic blockade. The arrhythmia focus was located at the entrance of the left upper pulmonary vein. Radiofrequency ablation was carried out, which proved to be difficult, but it was successful after several applications of energy, suggesting an epicardial location of the arrhythmia focus. Sensitivity of atrial tachycardia rate to the temperature of food or drink ingested suggests a left atrial focus with a posterior and possibly epicardial location.